ADVANTAGES OF ATTENDING A COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

International students who are planning to study in the United States should consider studying at a community college when they begin their undergraduate studies.  Community colleges in nearly all states have developed into "comprehensive" colleges – providing  the first two years of a Bachelor's degree (leading to transfer to four-year colleges or universities).  Many community colleges also offer two year professional and technical programs, leading to an Associate in Applied Sciences (A.A.S.) degree.  Plus many Certificate programs are also available for students who wish to study for one year or less.

 
Today there are 1200 community colleges in the United States -  nearly half of all undergraduates in the United States attend community colleges. Over 170,000 international students and immigrants enrolled in community colleges. 

Specific advantages are:

1. Cost of Tuition

The cost for a student to study full time in a community college is much less than the cost for a four-year college or university. At the Community Colleges of Spokane, a full year of study cost $14,500 (including tuition, housing and meals, transportation, insurance, books and fees).  

2. Transfer program

Transfer programs give students the opportunity to earn credits that are fully transferable to a four-year college or university. By earning the Associate of Arts degree (A.A. – the TRANSFER Degree), the student satisfies the first two years of a Bachelor's degree.  After earning the A.A. degree, the student transfers to a four-year college or university to complete the Bachelor’s degree. 

The Community Colleges of Spokane have articulation agreements with many colleges and universities, so that all credits earned at CCS are fully transferable to a four-year institution.

The Community Colleges of Spokane also have Dual Admission Programs with several colleges and universities in the region.  These Programs grant the student advance admission into the four-year institution, thereby guaranteeing that the student can transfer to that institution to complete the B.A. or B.S. degree upon completion of two years study at either SFCC or SCC.

3. Quality of Instruction

Generally all instructors who teach at community colleges  must have earned a Master's degree in order to be employed. Many instructors continue to study in their field of teaching and remain in the community college because they appreciate the learning environment and smaller class size. 
4. Small Class Size

Community colleges attempt to maintain small class sizes, ensuring good interaction with and individual attention from instructors. Normal class size is 25-30 students or less..
5. Open Door Admission

Admission to the Community Colleges of Spokane requires only that the student have completed high school, and be at least age 17.  There is no SAT requirement.  No GPA minimum.  And no requirement for a TOEFL score.

6. Wide variety of courses of study.
The Community Colleges of Spokane offer over 130 different academic programs.  These programs include full two-year degree programs leading to the Associate of Arts (A.A.), Associate of Applied Sciences (A.A.S.), the Associate of Science Transfer (A.S.T.) and many shorter-term Certificate programs. 
Students who wish to attend our community colleges for a short period of time (one year or less) may also choose to participate in our Design Your Own (DYO) program.  Under this program, students are not limited to course schedules in particular programs.  Instead, they may take classes from virtually any of the 130 different programs.


8. State-of-the-art technology

Most American community colleges have state-of-the-art teaching technologies and instructional facilities. Traditional universities often focus on basic education and research, while community colleges focus not only on basic education, but also provide skill-based training and workforce development. Industry often has closer ties with community colleges, which forces their community college partners to have state-of-the-art technology. 


 

